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1. Introduction 

There is no doubt that Japan is one of the cleanest countries in the world as there is 

almost no rubbish on the streets and toilets are as clean as living rooms. Unlike Hong 

Kong, where a lot of waste is produced every day and streets are sometimes full of 

rubbish. What makes Japan such a tidy and clean country? A lot of hard work had been 

done by the Japanese to keep their country clean especially by how they handle their 

waste. The objective of this project is to study the waste treatment and recycling 

system in Fukuoka in Japan. 

 

2. Methodology 

The differences between how Japanese and Hong Kong people handle their domestic 

waste will be discussed. 

Data was collected based on our observation and reseqarch during the tour to Fukuoka. 

Moreover, internet sources were used as a reference to explain the differences.  

Photos searched online and taken by our group during the trip were used to mirror an 

objective view of the differences between how Japanese and Hong Kong people deal 

with waste. 

  

3.Literature Review 

3.1. Rubbish Division 

In the old day, garbage in Japan was simply divided according to whether it was 

burnable or non-burnable. The Japanese divide the garbage and put them in the 

rubbish sorting bins nowadays.  

There are at least 12 trash types including newspapers, cardboards, milk cartons , 

books and magazines, other mixed paper, rags ,cans, bottles, PET bottles and other 

plastic. Garbage that does not fit into the above categories are separated into burnable 

or non-burnable trash. 

 



 

3.2. Rubbish recycling 

Japan has one of the highest used paper recycling rates in the world, the recycling rate 

is 99 percent for asphalt. Recycling has become important and served as a solution for 

reducing the amount of trash. The Japanese reuse over 50% of all household products, 

including 98 percent of their paper and 96 percent of their glass. They sort items into 

categories and place them outside collection on days specified on the calendar. On the 

second and fourth Friday, for example, old newspaper, glass and cans are collected and 

recycled. Discarded furniture and other large items are collected on the first Fridays. 

Supermarkets in Japan also have receptacles for recycling milk cartons, plastic bottles 

and Styrofoam trays. 

 

3.3 Recycling laws  

In April 1997, the Implementation of the Receptacle Packaging Recycle Law placed the 

responsibility for recycling polyethylene terephthalate bottles , glass bottles, and 

paper and plastic packaging on the manufacturers. The rationale is to divide the cost 

of garbage disposal among companies, cosumers and municipalities, as compared to 

when disposal costs were formerly covered by taxes. Beginning in April 2000, paper 

and plastic packaging have also been subject to recycling under the law. On an 

international level, Japan proposed the “3R Initiative” at a G8summit in 2004. The 

initiative sought to globally promote the 3Rs which is reduce the amount of waste 

created, reuse materials where possible, and then recycle when they cannot be reused.  

 

3.4 Recycling food in Japan  

Apart from rubbish recycling, Japan also recycle food to reduce food waste. There are 

food pellets for pigs and poultry made from recycled leftovers. Food recyclers tend to 

use leftovers from convenience stores and restaurants. Food from household is not 

used because the food is often in bad conditions. The 

government is trying to encourage retailers and 

restaurants to pay hefty fees to have food wasted 

hailed away and to work closely with feed-recycling 

companies. Recycled food will first sorted to remove 

skewers plastic trays and plastic wrap. The waste is 

turned into two kinds of dry food. One rich in fat and 

protein and another that is most carbohydrates after 

a final heating process and a liquid type of feed made 

from pasteurized drinks and chopped vegetables. 

The farmers in Tokyo area have started using 



fertilizers made from garbage collected form restaurants and households and are 

happy with the results. 

 

 4.Photographs Analysis 

  

 

 

 

  



The above photos are about the proper trash segregation In Japan. During the visit to 

Fukuoka , the basic and the simplest things tourists should learn first is the proper 

disposal of garbage. The Japanese people are very disciplined; they follow rules closely 

and are always doing whatever they could to serve their country for the good. This 

would probably be the reason why Japan is one of the cleanest and most unpolluted 

places in the world.  

 

5.Findings of the interviews 

It was found from our interviews with the locals that the Japanese government has 

reduced the waste through incinerating and recycling . Since 2000, the government 

has started reducing waste disposal in the Basic Recycling Plan to incinerate and 

recycle waste. As a result, the waste disposal amount has decreased straightly.It  was 

obvious that the efforts of the Japan government had paid off. 

 

6.Conclusion 

In conclusion,there are many factors that makes Japan a clean country. Many polices 

related to the treatment of trash have been set up in order to reduce and recycle waste 

in Japan. Another factor is that people in Japan have very good self-displine. Even 

though there are no rubbish bins on the streets, they will not leave their rubbish in 

public places. The last factor is that the Japanese sort rubbish into burnable and non-

burnable items so that waste can be treated more quickly and easily. All this gives 

Japan an edge over other countries in terms of cleanliness. 

 

 7.Reflection 

 

After the 6- day Grand Tour, I got a lot of happy memories. It was the first time for 

most of our classmates to visit Japan. Before the trip, our class was like loose sand and 

now we have a deeper relationship with each other. During the trip, we also had a 

good time with our teachers, Ms. Lin and Mr. Cheuk. The team spirit of our class had 

undoubtedly become stronger. It is hoped that we can keep this spirit and create more 

happy memories during our last year in King Ling.               By Chau Hiu Tung  

  

The Grand Tour is a once-in-a-lifetime experience undoubtedly and I have learned a 

lot during this trip. We had the opportunities to travel with each other for 6 days. 

During the trip, we not only took care of ourselves, but also helped to look after our 

classmates. Although in the middle of the trip, there were situations which were out 

of our expectations, for example, the delay of the flight to Shanghai and the changes 

of the itinerary to Aso Volcano. However, we still treasured the time together and 



created precious memories. Apart from that, it is interesting to learn the culture of 

Japan. Traveling to both Shanghai and Japan let us experience the cultural differences. 

Last but not the least, I would like to express my gratitude to Mr Check and Ms Lin who 

took care of us in the Tour.                                By So Cheuk Ying 

 

After these 6-day visit to Shanghai and Japan ,I learnt a lot. Firstly I learnt about 

protecting the environment after cleaning the beach in Japan. Japan is known as a 

clean city. However, the beach we went to was polluted by rubbish wased ashore. I 

realized throwing rubbish to the sea will affect other countries as well. Therefore we 

should be considerate and be more environmental friendly to protect our beautiful 

earth.                                                   By Sher Wai Yin 

 

There is a big difference between Japan and Hong Kong about rubbish recycling and 

division . In Hong Kong ,we can see rubbish bins everywhere and we rarely classify our 

waste. However , in Japan we needed to learn how to do the rubbish division . As we 

cannot find a rubbish bin on streets, we need to keep the rubbish for a whole day and 

throw them in the hotel rubbish bin. This is a unique expereince to me. It is hoped that 

our class can learn to protect the environment in Hong Kong .      By Yung Chau Yin  

 

After the Grand Tour, I found out there was a big difference between Hong Kong and 

Japan. Although we are both a part of Asia, we have different culture, different food, 

different clothing styles and different methods to deal with the rubbish. 

The most unforgettable part of the trip was cleaning the beach in Japan. It was a really 

beautiful beach. We all had so much fun and took a lot of photos there. Another reason 

was we had to help clean the beach by dividing the rubbish into burnable and non-

burnable. It gave me a sense of achivement because I could contribute to 

environmental protection.                                   By Ho Tin Long 

 

After this unforgettable 6-day trip to ShangHai and Japan, I have learnt a lot.Not only 

was it an opportunity for our class to create many memories, but it also made me more 

mature. I found the beach cleaning activity on Day 5 very meaningful as it was the first 

time for me to do it. Painstaking though it was, I did not feel tired. It is a very rare 

opportunity that our whole class can do this kind of work together. I will try to do more 

volunteer work after this trip.                                By Lau Ho Yeung 

   

The long-awaited Grand Tour has finally come to an end, and I have learnt a lot during 

the whole trip. There were many unforgettable scenes and happy memories. Even 

though our first flight was delayed for an hour, we did not have any negative feelings 



and instead we used this extra time to chat online with one of our teachers, Mr. Sze . 

During the trip, there were many times that we were on the shuttle bus and this gave 

us ample opportunities to mingle with each other and with our teachers. I think that 

the most valuable thing we got after the trip is the memory we share. We are defintiely 

more connected with each other.                            By Leung Pak Ho 

 

The Grand Tour has already completely come to an end. It was full of fond memories. 

It is no doubt that this Tour is an unforgettable trip in my life. Although there are things 

that did not go as planned such as the delay of the flight and the changes in itinerary, 

we did not have any dissatisfaction. In the trip, we not only visited many spots to learn 

more about Shanghai and Japan, the relationship between our class has also been 

deepened. We looked after each other which improved our class unity and spirit. Also, 

I would like to thank Mr. Cheuk and Miss Lin for looking after our class for 6 days. I 

hope that we will still discuss this memory after 10 years.        By Wong Chun Hei 

 

In this Grand Tour, I have broaden my horizons. Actually, this is my first time to leave 

Hong Kong. Therefore, this tour is really very meaning to me. When I visited the 

museum in Shanghai, I felt proud of myself being a Chinese. The exhibits reflected the 

intelligence of ancient China. When I went to Japan, the special culture raised my 

awareness about the environment and social etiquettes. All this is a brand new 

experience in me.                                          By Yip Tsz Pang 

 

8. Appendix 

  

Figures show that Japan even do not have any rubbish bins on the streets. That 

mean the education of environmentally friendly is sufficient in japan. The Japanese 

will throw the rubbish at home and classification. Compare with Hong Kong, there are 

full of rubbish bins in the street  but the citizens still throw the rubbish anywhere. 

That show the education of environment friendlly in Hong Kong is not eough. 
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