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Article 1: A far from admirable result in English speaking test, C1 

 

1. What was the purpose of the test? 

2. Who were the test subjects? How many test subjects were there? 

3. How many questions were used?  

4. Create a pie chart using the data from the article. Provide a title and a 

legend. 

5. What is the connection between the title and the first paragraph? 

6. What are some of the reasons given for the respondents scoring so low? 

7. Who does the market research company suggest as the source of the 

problem for this trend of poor English pronunciation? 

8. How could this trend affect your future? 

9. The end of the article provides three different perspectives regarding 

English proficiency. Identify the three viewpoints and summarize their 

views. 

 

 

Article 2: Pen-pushers still get their way, A5 

 

1. What does the idiom ‘pen-pusher’ actually mean? 

2. What is authoritarianism? What is feudalism? How do this terms apply to 

Chinese history? 

3. What does ‘obfuscating’ mean? How does this definition in turn become a 

tactic by government officials? 

4. Explain the Chinese idiom in paragraph 3. How would that be written 

using Chinese characters? What is the English idiomatic equivalent? 

5. Which leaders are juxtaposed in paragraph 4 & 5, and how? 

6. How have bureaucrats reacted to president Xi ‘s leadership? What do 

these bureaucrats fear? 

7. How is Premier Li Keqiang reacting to the new reactionary mode of 

bureaucracy? 

8. What simple tasks have the State Administration for Industry and 



Commerce and several hospitals failed to complete? What was their 

excuse? 

9. What is passive resistance? How is this being used as a strategy? 

10. What two reasons are given to explain the bizarre trend of seeking a 

demotion? 

11. Where else do some of these officials go? 

12. Is that making the government better? Are the people of China being 

served better? Express your views in about 30 words. 

13. What does the last paragraph mean and how does it link up with other 

parts of the article? 

 

 

Student Publications 

 

Joyce Lee 4B, Motivates students will learn more, A10 

Anson Lam 1B, Save the animals, youngpost 9 

 

Other interesting articles: 

 

Tests for learning disabilities soar in HK, A1 

Pakistani becomes city’s first ethnic minority cabbie, A3 

Radicals breaking law by calling for independence, 

 Beijing diplomat cautions, A1 

Rich like to pretend they can avoid politics, B11 

 

 

 


