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Learning Focus 
 

The Grand Tour was more than just a class trip; it was a learning 
experience. Seldom are we allowed to leave the conventional classroom 
environment and learn beyond the knowledge from textbooks. This time, 
learning is no more extended curriculum driven, but essential skills that would 
benefit us for life. 
  

Traveling to Sri Lanka meant that we were away from home and our 
parents and one's self-care ability became exceedingly essential. During the 
trip, there were no parents to force us to go to bed when it was late. But there 
was also no one to pack our bags for us or wake us up in the morning so that 
we would not end up being late. We were all on our own, and we learned to 
take care of ourselves. Therefore, self-care ability was no doubt one of the 
leading learning focus of this tour. 
  

Besides, the Grand Tour allowed us to learn to become independent. 
From time to time, we came across some unexpected challenges. We usually 
count on our parents when problems arise in our daily lives. But on this remote 
island, no one was there to help, and it was up to us to deal with our problems. 
It was not an easy task, but it paved the way for us to be more independent and 
began to take up more responsibilities in life. 
 
 

 
We enjoyed our once-in-a-life-time experience of plucking tea leaves after  

a 3 hour ride to the tea plantation.  

 
 
 



 
Learning Reflection: Tsunami 
 
Reason for choosing this spot 
In 2004, Sri Lanka experienced the most severe tsunami in its history. After the 
disaster, people set up this tsunami education center and museum for 
educational purpose and as a record of history. As geography students, the 
tsunami happened in Sri Lanka would be a case study for us to know more 
about how people deal with natural disasters. Besides, the vast destruction 
caused by the tsunami has marked a critical turning point in Sri Lankan life. 
They have done a lot of work to cope with this disaster. Without any doubt, the 
tsunami has changed the life of Sri Lankan. So visiting the museum could also 
let us gain a better understanding of the citizens’ life. 
 
We study everything about the Earth, including tsunami, which is a tectonic 
hazard related to the topic of Opportunities and Risks in Geography. Through 
this trip, we further investigated the impacts of the tsunami, impacts to the 
coastline, livelihood of the local, post hazard rehabilitation and the effectiveness 
of the hazard warning systems of the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami. 
 

Reflection 
The Community Tsunami Education Centre and Museum let us realize the 
importance of education as well as the use of technology. As the citizens in Sri 
Lanka did not have enough knowledge about tsunamis and the government 
had not developed a comprehensive system to deal with the tsunami, the 
casualties of the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami were lamentably high. Therefore, 
educating the new generation about a tsunami is crucial so that they will know 
what to do when a tsunami comes. Also, technology can save many innocent 
lives. The experience encouraged us to work harder and thus we will be able 
to devote to the global community, especially we will be able to extend a helping 
hand to those less-developed countries. 
 

 
The locals were telling us how life was like during  

and after the occurrence of the tragic event. 



 
Our classmates were looking at the photos which had captured the  

devastating impacts of the tsunami.  

 
 

 
Through understanding the impacts of the tsunami, we realized the  

importance of people’s awareness in minimizing the loss of life during hazards. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Learning Reflection: Water World Lanka 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The water tunnel that 5D students visited in Water Lanka. 

 
Reason for choosing this spot 

We aimed at broadening our horizons through observing the features of the 
marine animals in Sri Lanka. Through the visit to the Water World Lanka, we 
had the chance to know more about the first sea park in Sri Lanka and could 
compare the characteristics between the ones in Sri Lanka and Hong Kong. 
Moreover, there is a famous water tunnel in Water World Lanka. We thought it 
would be fascinating and stunning, thereby we chose to go there and have a 
look of that amazing water tunnel. Therefore, we chose this spot, due to its 
features that could benefit our knowledge. 
 

Reflection 
Water World Lanka is a place for us to learn the knowledge beyond 

classroom. Providing much information about the sea creatures in Water World 
Lanka, we discovered a lot of famous species. There is a saying that "It is better 
to travel far than to read voluminously", showing that we have to broaden our 
horizons through travelling. There were indeed so many endangered species 
while some of them were simply not available in Hong Kong. Therefore, this trip 
is absolutely an eye-opener to us. 

In addition, all of us study Geography and some of us also study Biology.  In 
Water World Lanka, we learned about the habitats of different creatures and 
their habits, and therefore students who study biology benefited a lot. After the 
visit, we had a deeper understanding on the importance of environmental 
conservation. If we do not take actions to protect the environment, it is likely 
that these species would be extinct in the near future. We are living in the same 
world with them, so why don’t we take our responsibility to protect our world 
together? We all should build up a good habit to protect our earth. Taking small 
steps like bringing our own bags and water bottles can already reduce the risk 
of choking the marine animals. Everyone should treasure the world and make 
their own contribution. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were enjoying the visit in the Bird Park,  
which was in the Water World Lanka.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our class teacher, Miss Law, loves teaching 
so much.   Even when she was on a trip with 
us, she still discussed the type of fish and its 
habitat with us. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Learning Reflection: Visiting Orphanage 
 

 
    We took a photo with all the orphans. Having a good time with each  

other, our faces beamed with happiness. 

 
Many activities were conducted during the visit, including a dodgebee match, a 
competition of pouring water into glass bottles, as well as dotting a point on an 
elephant picture while blindfolded. We were all joyful and amused by the design 
of games by the orphans. The most memorable moment was the dodgebee 
match with those orphans. Their smiles were so true and pure, and the visited 
reminded us to be grateful and devoted to anything we pursue in our 
forthcoming time. 
 
Besides, learning the dances in Sri Lanka taught by the children allowed us to 
explore the world culture. Through exchanging our culture and playing games, 
we realized the importance of having a cheerful childhood. Happiness is of the 
utmost importance to all of us and we should cherish every delightful moment. 
 
Before we arrived at the orphanage, we were still thinking about how to mingle 
with the orphans. Not until we had arrived at the orphanage did we realize how 
active and outgoing the orphans were. Playing simple games and smiling with 
each other, both the orphans and we had a great afternoon. After the visiting, 
we learned that if we want to befriend others, simply being our true selves would 
do the trick. 
 
We were also confused with how we should communicate with the orphans 
before we met them. Could they really understand what we say in English?  As 
our teachers had mentioned that they might be beginners in English and they 
could only speak a few sentences, it could be a really hard task for us to 
communicate with them. However, it seemed to be a totally different situation. 
We found that using body language is absolutely the key to overcome language 
barriers! A simple “paper, rock, scissors” game already improved our 
relationship and we became closer to each other easily. When we saw the 
smiles on the children’s faces, it made our day, and all of us realized how simple 
happiness could be. 

 



 

 
We compete with the orphans in some games.  
With both eyes being covered, we tried to draw the  
eyes of an elephant on a board using a pen. Look!  
The orphans were so excited! 

 

 
The orphans were giving their presents to us during the welcoming  
ceremony. The presents included shell necklaces and origami flowers. 

 

  



Overall reflection 
 
All in all, travelling around Sri Lanka did not only broaden our horizons to see 
the breathtaking views there, but also enabled to learn the local tea industry 
through having a try on plucking the tea leaves in the tea garden, not to mention 
our visit to the orphanage which made us realize the importance of love and 
giving.  
 
We would like to take this chance to thank King Ling College for giving us such 
a valuable opportunity to have the grand tour and understand the diverse 
culture of Sri Lanka. Last but not least, gratitude has to be devoted to our 
teachers to create such fond memories in those days. The pictures that we 
danced, we sang near the campfire, we laughed, we went crazy in every single 
spot would be part of our fond memories forever. Although some of them were 
foolish as they may seem, all those were the remarkable moments which only 
belong to our class – 5D – and will surely live on in the hearts of all of us forever.  
 
 

 

 
We – class 5D – Dare to Dream 

 
 
 


