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Chapter 1 – Introduction 
 During these five days, we, the form five students are very glad to have the 

opportunity to travel, visit and learn. For our class, we were designated to go to Thailand. 

During the trip, not only can we build up collective memories, but also experience the 

exotic culture and broaden our horizons in a relaxing way. 

  

 Throughout the trip, we devoted to explore the animal culture in Thailand especially 

about the elephants by various methods including, literature review, taking photographs as 

well as doing research. In order to find out the differences on the way of conservation of 

animals between Thailand and Hong Kong, our group had also conducted several 

interviews with the local citizens and our tour guide. 

 

          In fact, the animal culture in Thailand does not come out of nothing, it is originated 

a long time ago: it was a law that when a white elephant was found, it was to be presented 

to the King of Thailand as a property. This shows how important the elephant is to the Thai. 

What is more, we can deeply feel the influence of elephants to the citizens during these 

five days. No matter we are travelling on the street or visiting the temple, the Thai always 

wear a pair of trousers with elephant pictures printed, this shocked our group and hence we 

decided to put our focus to the animal culture of Thailand. 

 

         Every city is unique, each of them shows their best of the best to the tourists. In order 

to make Hong Kong a better place, our group also conducted research on the conservation 

of animals of Hong Kong after studying Thailand’s as it is vital to learn from others so as 

to make a progress. 

 

          It is really a precious experience for all of us to learn in an alternative way. 

 

The sub-questions were as follows: 
1. The symbol of elephants in Thailand. 
2. The conservation of animals in Thailand 
3. The differences of the conservation of animals between Hong Kong and Thailand 
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Chapter 2 – Methodology 
2.1 Choice of method 

 A number of methods were used for this project, including literature review, 

photograph analysis and interview. Literature review was conducted after the grand tour 

through reading books, doing research on the internet and watching documentary programs 

from TV. Interviews and photographs were taken during the trip in Thailand. 

 

2.2 Classification of the studying target 

 Different from the culture of Hong Kong, Thai have great respect for the elephants 

due to their religion background. Therefore, elephant products can be usually seen in 

Thailand which makes foreigners gain interest in the elephants in Thailand.  

 In this project, we have chosen elephant as our topic. The aim of this project is to find 

out the symbol of elephant in Thailand as well as the conservation of animals which can 

also make a comparison with Hong Kong conserving issues in order to find out differences 

between Hong Kong and Thailand. 

 

2.3 Target group 

 The target group of this project were the Thai like the students in Satit Bangna School 

and our tour guide as they are the local and have a great understanding of Thai culture 

including some information about elephant. What is more, green groups in Hong Kong are 

also one of the target group as our focus includes the conservation of animals. 

 

2.4 Question asked 

1. What is the impression of elephants of Thai? 

2. What is the symbol of elephant in Thailand? 

3. Why are there many elephant products in Thailand? 

4. How do Thai protect elephants? 
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2.5 Problem faced and solutions 

 Before doing this project, we had predicted that there were some difficulties we might 

face during the trip and the process of this project in order to minimize the variation. 

Fortunately, the trip and the process of this project is satisfactory with some little problems. 

 

 For language, when we were doing the literature review, most documents were written 

in Chinese which is quite difficult for us to translate it into English because there are many 

professional words. What is more, during the interview with the students in Satit Bangna 

School, we found that we couldn’t fully understand some specific terms as both of us might 

have some ascent of a particular place. However, to deal with these problems, we found 

the tour guide to translate the specific words the students said for us and our English teacher 

to help us with translating specific Chinese terms. 

 

 Apart from that, during the process of this project, members of the team had held 

different opinions for a few times. Luckily, leading by the group leader, we had more 

communication and thus reached consensus for all contradictions. 
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Chapter 3 - Literature Review 

3.1 Elephant in Thailand 

Before the visit we have done some research of the elephant in the Thailand about 

their situation and habitat in Thailand. 

 

From the Credible resource, it is known that most of the elephants are the Indian 

elephant which is comparatively small which have shorter legs and thicker body. 

 

Most of the elephants in Thailand are living in the northern and western parts or 

zoos. For wild elephants, there are less than 1000, instead the domesticated elephants is 

much more than the wild one, estimably 3000. Around 2400 of elephant is used for the 

tourism. In Thai, there is the setup of the elephant nature park which is an elephant rescue 

and rehabilitation center. Some of the elephant are sent and fed there without any risk from 

the hunter. 

3.2 The decreasing of number of the elephants 

Nowadays, as the urban development of the Thai, the elephant live closer and closer 

to the human settlements. Due to the decreasing size of the elephant habitat, there have 

been happening of death of the elephant caused by the human activities. 

Besides, the development of the tourism in Thai is the reason of the dropping 

numbers of the elephants. Some Thais believe that the tail fur can bring them the good luck, 

also some of them even take the elephant's’ tooth. Those reason cause the rapid drop of the 

elephants, 

3.3 The difficulties of the elephants 

The elephants in Thai were for the transportation a long time ago. When there were 

wars elephants would transport the soldier and the resources. But according to the vet these 

work would cause harm to the back of the elephants. At the same time, today's there were 

some people would like ride the elephants which is harmful to its back, too. The lives of 

the elephants are not easy. Although in recent years, there is the raise of the protection 

movement, there are elephants riding in Thailand. 
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Chapter 4 – Photograph Analysis 
4.1 General information of the photographs 

 Photographs were taken at local palaces, temples, zoo, night market and streets. The 

above spots are places that people can find elephants and products of elephant. These spots 

reflect the importance of elephant in Thailand. 

 

4.2 Details of the photographs 
 

 
Fig 4.2.1 

 

 This picture was taken in the Dusit Zoo. Normally, elephants live in a group family 

together, each family group is made up of related females and their offspring, and is led by 

an older dominant female known as the matriarch. For the males, in the wild, they leave or 

are driven out of the family group after they are sexually mature. The males spend most of 

their lives alone or sometimes they associate in bachelor groups. Elephants usually depend 

on vegetarian diets, like grasses, leaves and fruits. They walk forward by moving both their 

front and hind legs of the same side at the same time. 

Besides, not all the elephants have tusks, some Asian female have short and some do 

not while both African and Asian male elephants have tusks. 
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Fig 4.2.2 

 

 The bracelet shown in Fig 4.2.2 is a product from Thailand. According to some saying, 

elephant accessories are protection charm as the elephants can see the evil spirits which 

can also keep people with those elephant accessories away from the evil spirits. What is 

more, elephants are the auspicious animals that bring people strength and powers as well 

as good luck. Therefore, wearing the elephant accessories has the same effect of wearing 

the protection charm, warding the evil spirits and bringing good luck to the one who wears 

it at the same time. As a result, elephant accessories are very popular in Thailand for both 

the locals and foreigners and that is also the reason why elephant products appear in 

everywhere in Thailand. 
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Fig 4.2.3 

 

 
Fig 4.2.4 

 In Thailand, there are a lot of elephant products, including trousers, bags and dresses. 

As elephants have a very high status in the society, people like to use them to make products 

in order to bring them good luck. What is more, since elephants are one of the national 

symbols of Thai, it has been a part of the national flag. This shows that elephants can 

greatly represent Thailand and are popular among the Thai people too. 
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Fig 4.2.3 

 

 
Fig 4.2.4 
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There are many paintings on the wall of palaces and temples in Thailand like Fig 4.2.3 

which was taken in the coach when we were heading to a temple and Fig 4.2.4 which was 

captured in Wat Pho, a Buddhist temple. From these, we can again prove that elephant is 

an extraordinarily divine as many of them were painted in the temple which is a divine 

place for the Thai and buddhists all over the world. Apart from that, the white elephant 

shown in Fig 4.2.4 is the most divine elephant which must be presented to the king in 

Thailand if it is discovered. The common grey elephants can run wildly any time and 

destroy all the things on their way while most of the white elephant are strong and powerful, 

they can go through all the obstacles on their way and can be directed wherever one wishes. 

Therefore, they are the symbols of physical and mental strength, responsibility, earthiness 

and noble. The behavior of the buddha is usually symbolized by the king of the elephants. 
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Chapter 5 - Finding of interview 
 

Our group had interviewed the local students and tour guide in Thailand. 

 

5.1 Conducting interview with local students 

Students told us that the number of elephants in Thailand is in a plunge because of 

the logging of trees destroyed much of the natural elephant habitat. According to the 

statistics combined from Department of livestock department, Ministry of Agriculture and 

Cooperatives, the population of domesticated elephants in Thailand decreased from 13397 

in 1951 to 2681 in 2001. As the social status of elephants is very high in Thailand, several 

organizations were established in order to protect elephants in Thailand. Such as Thai 

Elephant Conservation Center (TECC) was founded in 1993 in Chiang Mai. Besides, 

students told us that there are some elephant hospital in Thailand which offer free treatment 

for elephants. 

 

5.2 Conducting interview with a local tour guide 

The tour guide told us that the social status of elephants in Thailand is very  high 

because elephants are very important to war. In the past elephants were trained to war 

elephants as they have large body size and good at combat. Also the local people think that 

elephant can protect them from devil.Therefore elephants got a high social status in 

Thailand. Moreover, the tour guide told us that there are two kinds of elephants in Thailand. 

They are white elephant and Asian elephant. White elephants are very rare and were 

considered as sacred. Different from normal Asian elephants, there are laws that protect 

white elephants from labor in the past. However, as the number domesticated elephants 

keep decreasing in the recent decades, the Thailand government legislate laws to protect 

normal elephants. For example, all street elephant can not be labor on the street after 6 pm. 

 

Difference between Hong Kong and Thailand(social status of animals) 

From the information collected from the interviews, we find that elephants have a 

very high social status because of religion and their contribution to the society. Meanwhile, 

in Hong Kong we don’t have any animals that have a high social status. We find that the 
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combination of different religions and cultures is one of the reasons led to this 

circumstances. Also we find that Hongkongers are generally not very serious about religion 

when comparing with people in Thailand. This explain that why elephants were considered 

as sacred in Thailand while there are no animal were considered as sacred in Hong Kong. 
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Chapter 6 - Conclusion 

 After the project, the animal culture of elephants in Thailand were found. More than 

that, the ways of conservation of elephants in Thailand were also found after conducting 

several interviews. 

 

 To start with the elephant culture, the elephants in Thailand were used for 

transportation a long time ago. When there were wars elephants would transport the soldier 

and the resources, therefore elephants were considered as an important and sacred animal 

in Thailand. They have very high social status in Thailand. Most of the elephants in 

Thailand nowadays are living in the northern and western parts or zoos. They are mostly 

used for tourism nowadays. 

 

However, the numbers of elephants in Thailand were decreasing because of the 

urban development of the Thailand, The elephant live closer to the human settlements so 

that they were greatly affected by the human activities. Also, the development of the 

tourism in Thailand also causes the dropping numbers of the elephants, as some Thais 

believe that the tail fur can bring them the good luck, also some of them even take the 

elephant's’ tooth. Those reason cause the rapid drop of the elephants, 

 

For the conservation of elephants in Thailand, there is the setup of the elephant 

nature park which is an elephant rescue and rehabilitation center. Some of the elephant are 

sent and fed there without any risk from the hunter. What is more, as the social status of 

elephants is very high in Thailand, several organizations were established in order to 

protect elephants in Thailand, such as Thai Elephant Conservation Center (TECC) was 

founded in 1993 in Chiang Mai. Besides, some elephant hospital in Thailand were set up 

which offer free treatment for elephants. Laws were also set up to protect the elephants 

regarding to the high social status of elephants in Thailand. 

After this tour, not only do our groupmates have a collective memory, but also learn 

the culture of elephants in Thailand by having interviews and researches, which is a good 

experience for all of us. 
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Chapter 7 - Reflection 

7.1 On the first day (31st March 2017) 

 
After we arrived Thailand, the only feeling of us was very hot, but still we gained 

lots of precious memories and learning experiences on the first day of the tour as we had 

visited many spots. 

Travelling along the Chao Phraya River by ship, we arrived the first destination, 

Grand Palace which is at the heart of Bangkok. It is a magnificent Palace which cannot 

be seen in Hong Kong. We were shocked when we saw this magnitude of Palace. From 

here, er can feel the love of the Thai citizens towards the King of Thailand. It is because 

we saw there are countless  people lining up on the street in order to pray for the King 

who passed away months ago. It shows that Thai has a strong sense of belonging of their 

nation. 

After visiting the Grand Palace, we went to Wat Pho, a temple. Wat Pho is the 

earliest Centre for public education in Thailand teaching in the fields of religion, science 

and literature. The wall of Wat Pho is amazing, we could see considerable pictures on the 

wall oh human bodies and elephants. These are rare scenes in both Thai and Hong Kong.  

At night, we went to Asiatique the Riverfront. The Riverfront is an homage to 

Bangkok’s past as a riverside trading post during the end of the 19th and beginning of the 

20th century. We enjoyed dining in this wonderful place with delicious cuisines and also 

shopping near the pier where a lot of the teak wood trades took place.  

We were not only visiting the places in Thailand, but also learning thoroughly like 

the history behind the temples and Palace and some Thai vocabulary. Solidarity of our 

team had also strengthened through giving a helping hand to each other during the trip. 
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7.2 On the second day (1st April 2017) 

        

       After spending the entire day in Bangkok since we arrived, most of the classmates 

already adapted to the burning sun and the environment in Thailand. In order to have a 

better understanding on the Buddhist culture as well as the elephant culture, not only we 

visited a total of three temples located in Ayuthaya but also one of the famous zoo in 

Thailand, the Dusit Zoo on the second day of the trip. 

       As a kick off of the day, our class went to the temple named Bangpa-in Summer 

Place. Out of the expectation, the design of the whole temple is gorgeous, if not paying 

full attention to the introduction given by the tour guide, it is believed that most of the 

classmates would think that they are in a grand palace! As we walk through the temple, 

the most impressive part would be admiring the attractive scenery around us since it is 

abnormal for us to be in such a wonderful environment with fresh air.  

        After visiting the first temple, we then move on to the other three temples namely 

Wat Mahadhat, Wat Phra Si Sanphet and Wat Yai Chai Monkol. As an amateur of the 

Buddhist culture, although most of our group mates don’t know much about the origin 

and the development of those Buddha and the construction of temple, but still we feel 

amazed by the professional architecture of those temple which also impressive and an 

eye-opening experience for us. 
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        Other than visiting temples with distinguishing features, we then arrived the Dusit 

Zoo which is the largest and oldest zoo built by RamaV. Most importantly, it is home to a 

variety of animals ranging from monkeys to alligator! During the time we spent in the 

zoo, not only can we have a better understanding on the animal culture of Thailand, but 

also learn how the other countries put their effort in conserving the wildlife and  exotic 

animals which truly allows our group mates to learn beyond the classroom. 

          To make things short, day 2 of the trip was fruitful and that everyone enjoys 

visiting different sites very much. 
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7.3 On the third day (2nd April 2017) 

 
On the third day, we went to the Siam Park City which is one of the biggest theme 

park in Bangkok. It includes a water park which have the world's biggest artificial sea. 

Unfortunately, we are not allowed to play any amusement ride in the water park. 

Some of us felt disappointed with this arrangement since it is really hot in Thailand, playing 

in the water can help us to feel cooler. 

Although we are forbidden to play any amusement ride in the water park, it seems 

that everyone still feel very excited and looking forward to this day as it was the only day 

that our class can play and relax for a long period of time throughout the entire trip. During 

the visit, all of us have great fun there since there are different kinds of amusement ride 

and everyone can find their favorite ones. 

 One of the most remarkable memory is that everyone in the class enter the haunted house 

together, there are people scaring others and also people getting scared by the others. This 

became our collective memory and it is believed that the memory between us will last 

forever. 

 

 

  



 19 

7.4 On the fourth day (3rd April 2017) 

 
  On the fourth day, we visit the Baan Kru Thani, a local farm in Bangkok. 

In the morning, we experienced the life of a farmer, we learn about how to process 

the oryza sativa in order to obtain the rice inside it. It is really difficult to have rice and we 

can feel the hardship of the farmers. 

However, all farmers feel very enjoyable with their daily life, they always have a 

lovely smile on their face. Compare to the Hongkongers, although they have a higher 

quality than that of the farmers, it does not seems that they are happier than the farmers. 

 In the afternoon, we visited the MBK Shopping Mall, there are various kinds of 

products in the shopping mall and most of them are very attractive. Some of the classmates 

even bought a T-shirt together which became one of our precious memories of the trip. 
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7.5 On the fifth day (4th April 2017) 

 
It was the day for our school visit. During the visit, there are two parallel sections 

including dancing and cooking with the local students and teachers.We were separated into 

two groups to have different sections and then swap afterwards. 

In the dancing section, we learned about some steps of the traditional Thai dance 

and it got lively once all of us dance together with the accompaniment of some traditional 

Thai music. We can feel the passions and the energy inside the dance. It seems that all of 

us become friends without any words. 

After swapping with the other group, we learned how to make a traditional Thai 

salad. It is really rare to see my classmates to cook as there are no more TL classes since 

Form Three. 

In the afternoon, we visited all around the school campus after lunch. We were 

surprised by their large football field because it is made of grass instead of plastic or 

concrete which is common in Hong Kong. 

 We spend a great day there as we have established a good relationship with the local 

students and some of us even make friends there, it is hoped that we can meet each others 

again soon. 
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