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Chapter 1 Introduction 
 
Background of Shanghai 
  
Shanghai was the largest city in China with high population and the largest city proper 
by population in the world. It was one of the four direct-controlled municipalities in 
China, with a population of more than 24 million as of 2014. It was not only a global 
financial center but also a transport hub with the world's busiest container port. Located 
in the Yangtze River Delta in East China, Shanghai sit on the south edge of the mouth of 
the Yangtze in the middle portion of the Chinese coast. The municipality bordered the 
provinces of Jiangsu and Zhejiang to the north, south and west, and was bounded to the 
east by the East China Sea.  
 
Background of Suzhou 
 
Suzhou was a major city located in southeastern Jiangsu Province of East China. It was a 
major economic centre and focal point of trade and commerce, and the second largest city 
in the province after its capital Nanjing. The city was situated on the lower reaches of the 
Yangtze River and the shores of Lake Tai and belonged to the Yangtze River Delta region. 
Suzhou had a total resident population (as of 2013) of 10.58 million in its administrative 
area and had over 2,500 years of history. 
 
Background of Hangzhou 
 
Hangzhou was the capital and largest city of Zhejiang Province in Eastern China, which 
separated Shanghai and Ningbo. As a sub-provincial city, it held 21.102 million people. It 
also had been one of the most renowned and prosperous cities in China for much of the 
last millennium, due to its beautiful natural scenery. The city's West Lake is its 
best-known attraction. 
 
Objectives 
 
 This year, we went to Huadong Region as our grand tour spot. Not only could we 
gain more remarkable memories with our classmates, but also do research for more field 
resources. Our group would like to focus on the history and architectural culture there and 
to learn Chinese culture and history so as to see if HK can take more actions in cultural 
conservation. 
 
 In this project, we would like to solve the following questions: 
 
-What are the differences between HK's and China's cultural conservation policies?  
 
-Does the policies affect the economic development? 
 
-What are the architectural styles in Huadong Region? 
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 Through visiting Shanghai, Hangzhou and Suzhou, we would like to deepen our 
understanding of Chinese culture and integrate with the knowledge that we learnt in 
Liberal Studies, English, Chinese History in order to do some analysis. Lastly, if 
necessary, we would like to give some suggestions to the HK government authorities. 
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Chapter 2 Methodology 
 
 
Choice of method 
 
  In this study, quantitative method was adopted. Documentary research had been done 
in this project after studying second-hand information that we got. We collected the data 
through Internet .  
   
  Qualitative method was adopted as well. Photographs analysis and interview were done 
during the visit. Photos of the architectures in Shanghai were collected. Analysis would 
be done based on the collected photos. Besides, we had an interview with the students in 
Shanghai Shibei Senior High School and got some useful information.  
 
Limitations and solutions 
 
A) Photographs Analysis 
 
  First of all, since we took quite a lot of photos in the tour, it might be time-consuming  
to screen or select the photos which are useful for us to do this project. The quality of 
photos was another concern. Some photos were taken by smartphones, the quality of the 
photos might not be as clear as the photos from online. 
 
  To cope with this, we had shared our workload in choosing the photos we need so as to 
save more time and speed up our work. For the quality problem, two of our groupmates 
had brought camera and we avoided using smartphones to take photos. We also requested 
for using the photos from one of our teachers. 
 
B) Interview 
   
  As we were not really good at speaking Mandarin, there might be communication 
barriers between us and the students there and therefore we might not catch up what they 
said. Also, we might not have sufficient time to do a very detailed interview with them as 
our schedule was quite tight. 
 
  To deal with this, we had exchanged contact method with some students there. If we 
had any misunderstanding or wanted more first-hand information, we could just contact 
them. Also, we asked some main questions which could help us do this project during the 
interview so it was fine even we did not have enough time. 
 
C) Documentary Research 
  
  The information that we found might lack of credibility. Due to the convenience of 
Internet, there were numerous information but some of them might not be true which 
might affect us in doing the project. 
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  In order to solve these, we visited some trust-worthy websites such as the government 
websites to get the information so it would be more credible.  
 
Questions asked in interview 
 
1. The reasons why Shanghai attract lots of tourists to visit there. 
2. The differences between Shanghai’s and Hong Kong’s architectural styles 
3. Whether they know about any architectural culture conservation policies 
4. What are those policies that they know about  
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Chapter 3 Literature review 
  
  The book “Cultures and Globalization: Heritage, Memory and Identity” by Helmut K 
Anheier and Yudhishthir Raj Isa studied the changes of Shanghai between the development 
and the cultural preservation. It gave an example to show the balance between urban 
development and cultural preservation such as the Shanghai Expo in 2010. It pointed out 
that the developing countries like China had large reliance on the tertiary sector economics 
like tourism. It was not possible for this country to give up the urban development and just 
focus on the cultural preservation only. However, during the mega events, like Olympics 
and Expo, China tried to show the national identity. Shanghai was an example of how 
heritage enmeshed in the political economies of sub-national, regional identities as a 
country projects itself onto the international image. 
   
  Moreover, the Postgraduate Thesis “(Re) production of Shanghai's "Lilong" space : from 
historical and social conception to cultural and cognitive perception” by Chan Chun Kwok 
of The University of Hong Kong studied the relationship between urban development and 
the cultural preservation. It pointed out that market-driven conservation approach and the 
community-initiated conservation approach had relationships with the economic and 
developmental boom and evolution of urban conservation practice in Shanghai, and China 
as a whole. Also, urban conservation practice could contribute to the sustainability of urban 
development and redevelopment in Chinese cities and beyond. 
 
  Also, the consultation paper “Respecting Our Heritage while Looking ahead” by the 
Government pointed out some ways to balance the urban development and heritage 
conservation. It suggested that through education and social activities, the Government 
could promote the message of protecting the cultural heritage. For instance, organizing 
thematic exhibitions, lectures and guided tours to historic buildings with professional 
institutions were some ways to educate the public. To enhance the public’s knowledge and 
interests in different aspects of heritage conservation, the Government could make good 
use of the Internet to provide information on cultural conservation. 
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Chapter 4 Results and Analysis 
4.1 Photographs analysis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“There were numerous tourists sightseeing in YuYuan Garden.” 

 
  This picture showed part of Yuyuan Garden which was built in Ming Dynasty. The 
exquisite layout, beautiful scenery and the artistic style of the garden architecture had 
made it as one of the highlights in Shanghai. It was the private garden of the Pan family 
in the Ming Dynasty, and was first conceived in 1559. In Shanghai, it was the largest and 
most prestigious of its era. The architectural style of old Shanghai featured the classical 
garden-style building which could be vary.  
 
  Generally speaking, the garden architecture could be divided into two groups, the 
Imperial Garden Architecture in north China and the Private Garden Architecture in south 
China. Imperial gardens were noteworthy for their grand dimensions, luxurious buildings, 
and exquisite decorations. Yuyuan garden was the typical representative in Shanghai.  
From the picture, it was shown that the roof of it was curved which was commonly found 
in Chinese architectures. Roofs in imperial China also carried a deep meaning. Temple 
roofs were curved because Buddhists believed that a curved shape could ward off evil 
spirits, which were thought to only move in straight lines. The concave shape expertly 
kept rained off those sheltered beneath the eaves. Rain and snow would land on the 
curves and shoot away from the building. Colour of the roof also meant different things.  
Yellow was seen as a colour of affluence, so royal roofs were painted yellow or gold. 
Green roofs lent themselves even further to the bamboo appearance, reiterating the 
symbolism of youth and longevity. 
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  When comparing to the past , Yuyuan had changed a lot. Some of the structure has 
been removed or destroyed and it was different from the old days. Nevertheless, the 
Chinese style buildings were kept and  conserved. Under the era of globalization , new 
elements were added in those buildings such as Starbucks and local shops in the hope of 
attracting tourists from different countries across different continent to come and visit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The memorial, which known as Paifang in Chinese, was written with filial piety and 
friendship inheritance.” 

  As shown in the picture, it was the memorial arch or Paifang in Chinese, which was a 
wooden or stone archway built mainly to commemorate  the great achievements or 
loftiness of a family's ancestors. It was often erected in front of a tomb, temple, and 
ancestral hall or along the road. Numerous beautiful lucky birds or beasts, exquisite flower 
patterns, or characters written by celebrities were carved on the arch. Memorial arches were 
used in classical China to commemorate exemplary figures. The arches were inscribed with 
the names and deeds of the people being honoured, offering insight into the social values. 

  Each Paifang had its own cultural connotation and symbolization which were expressed 
in the beautiful coloured patterns. The common designs on Paifang included dragon and 
phoenix, bat, deer and fish. The Paifang decorated with dragons and phoenix must be 
belonged to a royal family since the dragon symbolized the king of beasts and emperor, 
while the phoenix represented the queen of birds and empress. 



 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This was the south building of the Swatch Art Peace Hotel Peace Hotel in the Bund.” 
 

  The Peace Hotel was a hotel in The Bund in Shanghai, China, which overlooked 
the Huangpu River. The hotel today operates as two separate businesses. The North 
Building, which built as Sassoon House, and The South Building that built as the Palace 
Hotel. The two buildings both faced the Bund, but are divided by Nanjing Road. Tracing 
back to 1850s, The South Building was known as the Central Hotel. In 1903, the hotel 
was restructured and renamed as the Palace Hotel. The building that stands today was 
completed in 1908 and the exterior was in a Renaissance style. Renaissance 
architecture was built between the early 15th and early 17th centuries in different regions 
of Europe, demonstrating a conscious revival and development of certain elements 
of ancient Greek and Roman thought and material culture. One of the most widely copied 
features of Renaissance architecture was the great staircases from the chateaux 
of Blois and Chambord. 
   
  The reason why the building were in this style was because Shanghai had been 
occupied by British in the past. 52 buildings in The Bund of various architectural styles 
were generally Eclectics, but some buildings were displaying predominantly Romanesque 
Revival, Gothic Revival, Renaissance Revival, Baroque 
Revival, Neo-Classical or Beaux-Arts styles, and a number in Art Deco style. The 
southern building of the Palace Hotel was one of the major Historical and Cultural Site 
Protected at the National Level. It was listed as of significant historical, artistic or 
scientific value by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage, which was the cultural 
relics administrative department of the State Council of China.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shanghai
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4.2 Findings of interview 
 
  On the second day of the trip, we went to our sister school, Shanghai Shibei Senior 
High School , to exchange with them in the morning. We did not only attend a Maths 
lesson but also have an interview with the students in the class. It was assumed that there 
were around 30-40 students. We discussed the architectural styles in both HK and China. 
As it was a very rare opportunity, we took our time and only focused on the following 
questions. 

1) Are there any programme or activities in school talking about the protection of historical 
building? 

2) What are the difference between the style of Hong Kong building and the style of 
Shanghai Buildings? 

3) The reasons why Shanghai attract lots of tourists to visit there. 
 
4) Whether they know about any cultural conservation policies 

 

“We were discussing the issue of cultural conservation with the students there after 
having a Physics talk” 
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Here are the findings of our interview. 

  Many students in the class agreed that protecting those historical building was a must-do 
action. They thought that the Government should strike a balance between economic 
development and protection of historical building. They also told us that Shanghai was like 
Hong Kong in 2000s. Many houses were going to be pulled down, and skyscrapers were 
going to be built. It reflected that the students there actually paid attention to the issue of 
protecting the historical buildings. It seemed that the government did not do enough in 
balancing economic development and cultural conservation so that was why the students 
thought that government ought to strike a balance between two things. 

Moreover, we found that the mainland government had protected some of the historical 
building in Shanghai already, for instance, Yuyuan Garden and Humble Administrator’s 
Garden. Students there told us that some buildings were protected because they were 
memorable or the former residence of celebrities. Most of the building which located in 
‘Shanghai International Settlement’ during 1835-1943 were also protected. 

Mainland Government had different ways to protect those historical building. Thanks to 
the students there, we knew that Xintiandi, a car-free shopping, eating and entertainment 
hub in Shanghai, was one of the examples. It was composed of an area of restored 
traditional shikumen (stone gate) houses built upon narrow alleys, which now support a 
modern shopping mall, a cinema complex and some adjoining houses serving as book 
stores, cafes and restaurants. Also, some buildings which were subsumed under ‘Shanghai 
outstanding historic building’ were also protected from being removed like Shanghai 
Pudong Development Bank and Consulate-General of Russia in Shanghai. 
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4.3 Documentary Research 
   
  Before the trip, we had already done some research about the policy of cultural 
conservation in both China and HK through Internet. Some threats faced by the cultural 
conservation in the future were also found. In the following, we had done a comparison 
of HK’s and China’s actions taken in cultural conservation. 
   
4.3.1 The cultural conservation policy in china 
 
Background 
 After “Great Cultural Revolution” in 1966 to 1976, Red Guards destroyed many cultural 
heritage in China. Now, there are around 2500 cultural heritage in China and around 200 
left in shanghai government’s protection list.  
 
Actions Taken 
  To protect the cultural heritage, the Chinese legislature had adopted several laws 
regarding site protection and ratified all four international cultural heritage conventions. 
For example, China, as a member of UNESCO, had carried out “ The UNESCO 1970 
Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit import, Export and 
Transfer of ownership of Cultural Property” which introduced by Germany in 1993. It 
aimed at deterring the illegal heritage trading and preventing the heritage from being 
destroyed.  
 
  Moreover, “Law of the People's Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural 
Relics” was implemented in 1982, aiming at protecting the heritage. There were 80 
articles in the law. different punishment were stated if the people violated the rule. Some 
criminals are punished according to law every year and there are more and more 
international cooperation on ancient sites.  
 
 Threats faced by the cultural conservation in the future 
 Tourism development is one of the potential threats. The recent decade, China economic 
had a great improvement, especially in tourism sector. There are 150% increases in the 
number of visitors in the current ten years. As a result, it is sad but true to believe that 
tourism development will be a potential threat for the cultural heritage as it eliminates the 
heritage and turns them to headquarters.  
 
 
 
4.3.2 The cultural conservation policy in HK 
 
Background 
  Since 31 December 2003, there were 78 declared monuments, of which 60 
were buildings and 18 were rock carvings, forts and archaeological sites, etc. From 
these 60 buildings, 28 are Government buildings.  



 14 

 
Actions Taken 
  One of the policies practising in HK was The Revitalizing Historic Buildings through 
Partnership Scheme (Chinese:活化歷史建築夥伴計劃). It was an initiatively launched 
by the Hong Kong Government few years ago, part of a broader policy of heritage 
conservation in Hong Kong. It aimed at preserving and putting historic buildings into 
good use and promoting public participation in conserving historic buildings.  
 
  In April 2007, the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) submitted a conceptual proposal of 
revitalizing the CPS Compound to Government. The HKJC also proposed a donation to 
support the capital cost for renovation and development of the CPS Compound, as well as 
meeting the management and maintenance cost and the operational deficits. In July 2008, 
Government entered into a partnership with the HKJC to take forward the project with the 
objective of achieving both conservation and revitalisation of this highly important 
heritage site and taking the opportunity to showcase in Hong Kong how new and 
sustainable uses could be integrated creatively into a historic site whilst preserving its 
overall historic and architectural significance. 
 
Threats faced by the cultural conservation in the future 
 Rapid pace of urbanisation and high land valued pose difficulties. The 
Government was often expected to shoulder all responsibilities and to pay for all 
costs, including compensation, to affected owners. When historical buildings 
of outstanding merit but with high conservation costs were proposed for 
conservation, questions were often raised about how much public money should 
be spent on a particular project. 
 
 
Similarities and Differences  
 Financially, HK policies would compensate to the affected owners for the land cost, 
For example, HKJC always cooperated with HK government and provide financial 
support as the cost and value for preserving a land in HK were not easy and cheap. 
However, Chinese government did not really support the suffer one , it might be because 
the authorities thought that China had vast land supply for people and those who suffered 
were able to move out somewhere.  
 
 Looking at the method, Chinese laws also ratified culture heritage convention by 
supporting many conservation and archaeological excavation projects every year, while 
HK did not focus on convention, but advanced technology or updated methods. 
Meanwhile, both had different protection aims as well. In HK, take the Revitalizing 
Historic Buildings through Partnership Scheme as an example, it aimed at preserving the 
heritage and using it. Government buildings were good examples, many of them were 
actually heritage that preserved years ago and used till now for administration, and so on. 
In China, they put more emphasis on archaeological excavation projects , and aimed at 
preserving it just for its history, seldom had the heritage appointed for usage, but instead, 
many Chinese cultural heritage were being used for sightseeing and destinations for 
tourists. 
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  Also, Chinese laws were specialized with its care of the nations. Take “Principles for 
the Conversation of Heritage Sites in China” as a example, it aimed at enlightening 
nations to protect the heritage and strengthen the bond between nations and government. 
Therefore, the authorities in China did not only protect cultural heritage but also try to 
take care of the feelings of people and raise their awareness of the issue. However, Rarely 
could we find some additional task offered by the HK government in enlightening 
citizens' mind to support the policies. They just launched the policies straightly and used 
money to solve discontent or compensate the one who suffered. 
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Chapter 5 Conclusion and Suggestions 
 
  No matter Hong Kong or China, there were countless historic buildings. All these 
buildings witnessed the changes in the regions. It was our honour to examine Chinese 
culture and history through the Grand Tour. As we mentioned before, we would like to 
study the differences between HK’s and China’s cultural policies and whether the cultural 
conservation policies affect the economic development. We would like to examine the 
architectural styles in Shanghai as well. Fortunately, this project helped us figure out all 
the answers that we need. It was discovered that both China and Hong Kong were doing a 
lot of working in ensuring the completeness of the existing historical sites, for example, 
implementing policies and setting up laws. Over the years, not only the government in 
HK but also in China paid much efforts in balancing urban development and cultural 
conservation. Their hard work should be appreciated. 
 
  Yet, it was discovered that there were some deficiencies of what the both government 
had done in protecting our Chinese culture. Therefore, we would like to give some 
suggestions. 
 
  Talking about sufficiency of the policies, Chinese government ought to work on its 
technology indeed, and the way to excavate ancient sites if necessary. As a result, its 
excavation and preservation skills will be improved gradually. While HK government 
needs to manage the land problem, with too many people living in too small place, the 
HK government should have a consensus with land owners and suppliers if the 
government really wish to preserve cultural heritage. The land cost may be sky-high, but 
the government needs to sacrifice if they really want to protect the cultural heritage in HK 
  
  In addition, the government from both HK and China should promote the idea of 
preserving the cultural architectures to the public in the hope of getting well consensus to 
everybody. 'No man is an island.' The governments cannot deal with the situation by 
themselves. Therefore, the role of citizens is indispensable as they can work with the 
authorities, for example, protecting the current cultural architecture or destinations, etc. 
However, since China is a vast country, it is not easy to spread the ideas or promote 
current policies to every people in China. Hence, for the Chinese government , they 
should collaborate with different provinces in the first place, so as to provide brief details 
to provinces' officers and allow them to promote the policies in their own provinces.  
 
  All in all, we were grateful that we could engage in this project and broaden our 
horizons through travelling to Shanghai. It was believed that we had already deepened 
our knowledge of Chinese culture.
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Chapter 6 Reflection 
 
Day 1 
Spots description: Yuyuan Garden, Seven Treasure Town 
 
Yuyuan Garden, a famous classical garden in South China, was built 400 years ago during 
the Ming dynasty by a Sichuan minister of finance named Pan Yunduan. Precious cultural 
relics which show the best of China’s tradition of art are well-protected in the Garden. 
 
Seven Treasure Town, a town in Minhang District, Shanghai, is full of different 
traditional Chinese architecture. Meanwhile, there are numerous shops, making it as one 
of the famous tourist spot in Shanghai. 
 

 
"We took a picture together in memory of the first meal we had in Shanghai.” 
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Reflection 
 
  17 March, was the starting day of our S5 Grand Tour. All of us looked for forward for 
this trip for a long time. Unfortunately, our flight was delayed. A blessing in disguise, it 
was only a short delay, and we had a safe flight to Shanghai. 
 
  We found that the divers in mainland were more likely to ignore the traffic light and 
the culture of circusee was very common in mainland. Do in Rome as Rome does. We 
had to merge into it. Whenever we needed to cross the road, we walked very close 
together to make sure everyone was safe. Under the culture of circusee, we discovered 
that there were some mainlanders who always tried to find out what we were doing. 
 
  Moreover, visiting Yuyuan Garden and Seven Treasure Town was a memorable 
experience. It showed the building style of historical buildings. Also, our tour guide told 
us that Yuyuan was a Major Historical and Cultural Site Protected at the National Level. 
It was an example to show how the mainland Government protect the historical building 
which were not demountable. It would be good if the government increased the level of 
security and prevented littering in historical buildings. 
  
 It was a pity that Yuyuan Garden and Seven Treasure Town were commercialized. We 
thought that these places were supposed to be protected well because of its historical 
value but now it is full of shops and restaurant. 
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Day 2 
Spots Description: Shanghai Shibei Senior High School, Chocolate Happy Land, The 
Bund 
 
Shanghai Shibei Senior High School is a sister school of our school. It is prestigious 
because of its volleyball development, which is the top in the country. Besides, the school 
has a long history since 1905 that exceeds 100 years already. 
 
Chocolate Happy Land includes various kinds of DIY rooms, providing the tourists 
wonderful experiences of making their own food. Moreover, there are some fee-charged 
games for tourists to entertain. 
 
The Bund is a waterfront area in central Shanghai. This renowned area is surrounded by 
historical buildings, and facing the high, modern skyscrapers of Pudong, such as Oriental 
Pearl Tower. The view at night is indeed beautiful as buildings nearby are all stunning. 

 
 

 
“How great it was to share our ultimate products together!” 

 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shanghai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pudong
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Reflection: 
   
  On the 2nd day, we spent the whole morning in Shanghai Shibei Senior High School, 
which gave us a wonderful learning experience. Not only did we learn some new 
knowledge about Maths and Physics but also their attitude towards studying. Students in 
there were extremely aggressive in learning. They would keep on asking questions rather 
than keeping the questions under the carpet. We usually felt shy or afraid to answer 
teachers’ questions in King Ling, but for the Shanghai students, asking or answering were 
not a big deal. 
 
  In the afternoon, we went to a Chocolate Happy Land, the only entertaining spot within 
5 days. Originally, we didn’t expect to learn anything, yet, we did learn to make pizza by 
turning the dough into the base of the pizza. There was no doubt that learning from joy 
was the best learning method. 
 
  There were countless historical buildings in The Bund which broadened our horizons 
since we could appreciate so many distinctive western style buildings in Shanghai. We 
learnt the architectural style and we could make a comparison between them and other 
buildings in Shanghai and Hong Kong afterwards. This journey indeed provided us a 
superb learning opportunity. 
 

 
“The guiding map of the Chocolate Happy Land.” 

 
 



 21 

 
Day 3 
Spots Description: The Humble Administrator’s Garden, Wuzhen 
 
The Humble Administrator’s Garden, one of the largest garden in China, is located in 
Suzhou. It was built in Ming Dynasty. In 1997, the Garden was recognised as one of the 
World Heritage Site by UNESCO. Up to now, there are still boundless people visit the 
Garden on account of its reputation. 
 
Wuzhen is a historic scenic town with a total population of 60000 people. The scenery 
there is really gorgeous, making it as the Chinese AAAAA-rated tourist attractions. A 
well-known Chinese novelist, Mao Dun, was born in there. 
 

 
 
 
 

“The ticket which was needed to enter 
The Humble Administrator’s Garden.”  

“A group photo with the blue pritting 
fabric behind was taken in Wuzhen.” 
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Reflection: 
 
  On the third day of the trip, we moved to Suzhou after having breakfast. Unfortunately, 
a car accident happened when we were going to Suzhou. We had to stay in the police 
station for hours which affected our schedule. Yet, our mood were not affected at all. We 
waited there patiently and kept on having fun. No matter what happened, it was 
paramount to stay calm and patient. “You only live once.” What if all of us died in that 
car accident? We could never know what would happen next so why not start treasuring 
things around us? 
 
  In the afternoon, we went to Wuzhen to learn more of Chinese architecture styles. 
Surprisingly, the architecture there were conserved pretty well. It would be great if we 
had a chance to get on the boat so as to appreciate the whole view of the town. Before we 
went for dinner, one of our classmates discovered that she lost her wallet and phone. It 
felt like all the tragedy had happened on us. Yet, we kept holding on and comforted each 
other. It seemed that our class was more united before as everyone was trying to help the 
classmate to find her stuff and give her unconditional support. We were delighted that she 
could find all her stuff at the end of the day. 
 
  It is hoped that everyone in our class, not just our group, could learn to treasure as life 
is really unpredictable.   
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Day 4 
ShangHai was a nostalgic city but our journey must go on. We were reluctant to leave 

and our heart were loaded with melancholy and grief during the period of traveling to Xihu.  
 

Spot description: Xihu, Yue Fei Temple, ZheJiang Provincial Museum, Eight Diagrams 
field  
 

Xihu is a freshwater lake in Hangzhou, the capital of Zhejiang province in eastern China. 
It is divided into five sections by three causeways. There are numerous temples, pagodas, 
gardens, and artificial islands within the lake. 
 

Yue Fei Temple is a historic temple which built for commemorating the sacrifice of 
YuFei. The temple ground is located near the Xihu, in central Hangzhou. 
 

ZheJiang Provincial Museum which has a collection of more than 100,000 cultural 
relics.There is an exhibition on the history and culture of Zhejiang Province, the modern 
revolutionary history of Zhejiang, painting and calligraphy. 
 

Eight Diagrams field is an ancient rice field shaped a layout of eight diagrams, which 
used to be the land exclusively used by Emperors to encourage the development of 
agriculture. 
 
Reflection 
 
  The scenery of xihu was extraordinary and beyond description. We planned to sing” 
My Bonnie is over the Ocean” when we were on the boat sightseeing the view of xihu. It 
was incredible that we could sing the whole songs together at the same time without any 
mistakes. Getting on well with others was of utmost importance because we were 
working in a team and making decisions by ourselves for most of the time. Sense of 
humor were vital as it helped to ease tensions when arising misunderstandings . 
 
  Later, we went to the YuFei Temple. As far as we were concerned, we knew that YuFei 
was a mighty hero, he had done loads of things which benefited the nation. We only had 
little understanding on YuFei. Throughout the visiting of the YuFei Temple, we had 
broaden our horizons since we had more ideas YuFei like how he was dead, who put him 
into trouble,etc.After the visiting, it ignited our interest to learn more history of China, 
especially the lifetime of YuFei. 
 
  Furthermore, we realised that how Chinese People fought for freedom and liberation 
after going to the museum.It was certainly an eye-opener to us. It also inspired us that only 
by best equipping ourselves and with the best preparation could we stand the challenges 
upcoming to us. 
   
  Eight diagrams field was the last destination on that day and the elegant flower field 
drove us to take photos and video there. Whilst the weather was hot and there were many 
mosquito, we enjoyed the time spending with each others. Nothing could replace the time 
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with team mates.  Whenever there were obstacles, we always spared no efforts, worked 
hand-in-hand to go against all odds to solve the issue. 
 
 
 

 
“Under the good weather, we went for sightseeing the stunning view of Xihu and took a 
group photo afterwards.” 
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Day 5 
Spot description: He Fang Street 
   

He Fang Jie is a busy shopping street which locates at Hangzhou. It is designed in an 
old Chinese style. It is so crowded that people are everywhere. Tourists can purchase 
various traditional Chinese style food, snacks or toys.  
  
Reflection 
  On the last day, we went to He Fang street as our last destination for shopping. To 
show our great thanks to our group teacher Mr Wat and class teacher Miss Ma, we 
decided to buy some gifts for them. A key chain with the name “Jack Wat” was given to 
Mr Wat and Ms Ma received a picture with the icon of her and her 2 daughters. 
 
  While we were waiting for the picture, we discovered an interesting phenomenon 
which was “Bandwagon effect”. Before we went to buy the picture for Ms Ma, there were 
no one around the artist. Yet, after we were waiting for the products, more and more 
people started to come around us. Lots of them began to ask about the price of the 
product and the time required.  
 

Also, this trip brought us an unforgettable memory. We rarely came to China so it was 
a great opportunity to try some new thing. As we watched some dinning programmes 
which introduced the Chinese style fried insects before, we decided to taste “Fried 
Scorpions”. It actually tasted like French fries with disgusting appearance. We were glad 
that we took the chance or else we might regret for not trying the fried insects. Bravery 
was indispensable!  
 
  In addition, it was discovered that there were many local small brands in China. Unlike 
Hong Kong, many well-known brands could be seen everywhere. It was hoped that Hong 
Kong could learn from China so as to help the local market. 
 
  After shopping, we had to go back to HK. Time flies fast and we all enjoyed our trip 
together. 
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“An art work with the icon of Ms. Ma and her 2 daughters was given to Ms. Ma as a 

gift.” 
 

 
“We were trying the ‘Fried Scorpions’ while waiting for the picture.”   



 27 

Chapter7 Appendix 
 
Interview with the students in Shanghai Shibei Senior High School 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6f_M5-veIADTHE5S0NtVG50VVU/view
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	“The memorial, which known as Paifang in Chinese, was written with filial piety and friendship inheritance.”
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