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Introduction  
Korea is famous for many aspects: K-pop culture, innovation of trendy electronic gadgets 

and the most importantly the idea of Confucian philosophy especially filial piety behind the 
captivating Korean dramas. Indeed, Samsung and LG have obviously proved their popularity. In 
this day and age, South Korean boom has become in vogue driving the latest trend in popular 
culture. With fueling the surge of Korean culture further, our lifestyle is also gradually being 
affected. Nevertheless, we hoped not only to worship K-pop culture, but to explore the 
traditional Korean culture and customs.  

 
Attracted by Korean culture and reputation, our class, 5D chose Seoul as our Grand Tour 

destination. We feel obliged and sincerely consider grand tour as once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity.  
 
 

While waiting for the plane to Korea, some of our group members played card games 
together so as to “resist” the excitement. 
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Day 1 

Hongdae Street 

Spot description 
Hongdae Street is certainly a lively night market, dotted with trendy accessory stores, 

ever-encroaching clubs and small eateries. The fragrance of a diverse range of mouthwatering 
Korean street food such as fish plates and rod-shape waffle filling with chocolate sauce were 
luring us to buy one to try. It is a little bit similar with the Sai Yeung Choi Street in Mong Kok, 
Hong Kong. You can imagine the provision of the night life in Hongdae.  
 
Reflection: 

On the day first we arrived, 
challenges arose. One such 
challenge was adapting to a 
different culture and conforming 
to new custom. Our tour guide, 
Jennie kindly explained the 
importance of being aware of 
what is considered appropriate in 
Korean culture. For example, we 
need to nod our heads when we 
say Annyeong haseyo (hello). We 
did not know such a detail when 
we watched the Korean dramas 
before we were reminded but as the saying goes “when in Rome do as the Romans do. It was 
great to try saying Gamsa-hamnida (thank you) to the shopkeepers selling socks when we were 
hanging around Hongdae Street. Being able to speak simple Korean when we are travelling 
gives us self-satisfaction and self-esteem.  
 

What is more, Jennie told us that it would be seldom for us to taste beef in Korea since 
Koreans consider beef unhealthy. We had Ginseng chicken soup and Kimchi as our dinner. We 
knew that we would get spicy food such as roasted pork, Tteokbokki (炒年糕) and bibimbup 
(拌飯) stirred with chili sauce despite Kimchi, in the following three days. However, it was not 
so difficult to taste some spicy food as before. It was a new try.  

 
 

Crowded with tourists in Hongdae Street. Some multi- 
national enterprises and gifts shop were found there. 
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Day 2 

Hong Ik University 

Spot description: 
In accordance with the introduction given by the student ambassadors from Hong Ik 

University, Hong Ik University is famous for its School of Architecture and Fine Arts, the most 
famed Design institution in South Korea. This may explain why there is an art museum 
exhibiting students’ artwork unlike college in Hong Kong. Inside the giant school gate, it is a 
different learning atmosphere from Hong Kong, free and refreshing. The campus is a perfect 
combination of modern designed, mall-like and high-rise buildings with traditional rock 
decorations and landscape. The spacious and garden-like environment is what we don’t easily 
get in Hong Kong. It was remarkable to study and wander here. 
 
Reflection: 

This was the first time we 
had reached out to Koreans. Even 
though there was still language 
barrier between us, student 
ambassadors from Hong Ik 
University still tried their best to 
communicate with us and show 
their passion. For example, they 
tried to pronoun the words in 
Mandarin and invited us to 
interact with them when showing 
us around their campus. They did 
an amazing job in terms of sharing their arts and culture with us. We believe that all of us enjoy 
this unique cultural-exchange experience brought by the students in Hong Ik University. 
 

Furthermore, there is a round platform made of blocks, where Hong Ik students take rest 
and chitchat with their friends. The platform reminded us the importance of rest. DSE is coming. 
Uniform tests are held day-by-day. Parents and teachers are telling us how we should be. Being 
examination candidates, we are overwhelmed by loads of work. Sometimes we don’t even get 
enough sleep. If we pretend nothing happens and suppress our feelings, not only the ordeal of 
wordless stress and confusion of the future lingering inside our heads every day will break out 
one day, but all these also act as our barricades towards success by affecting our concentration 
and performance. Thus, rather than bottle it up, it is better to vent the emotion out. Why not 
allowing ourselves to go wild for a while and then go on? As the round platform reminds us, we 
should sit down and take a rest. We learn a precious lesson from Hong Ik students. 

The gate of Hong Ik University, which is the largest school 
gate in the world. 



P. 6 

Myeong-dong, Shinchon Road and Yanghwa Road   

Spot description: 
There is no doubt that Myeong-dong is the heart of Seoul, teeming with locals and tourists 

to collect inexpensive but cool goods. The street is crammed with a wide variety of makeup 
stores, fashion shops and Lotte department stores. It is certainly a shopping paradise for 
Koreans in their twenties.  
 

Myeong-dong is too crowded, just like Hong Kong. Nonetheless, Shinchon Road and 
Yanghwa Road are lined by a myriad of prestigious institutes including Ewha Womans University 
and Yonsei University. Yet they formed quite a quiet, sleepy district when we ventured to this 
part of Seoul during dusk. The once quiet streets were a lively mix of old walk-up tenements, 
but chic coffee shops, brandy salons and fancy boutiques selling beautiful clothes and bags, 
trinkets such as charms, earrings and bracelets. We believe that all these make Shinchon Road 
and Yanghwa road an ideal shopping destination to Korean college students especially ladies in 
the daytime.  
 
Reflection: 

Throughout the trip, we harvested rich reward but our wallet was getting thin. No sooner 
had we found a cool stuff than we were carried away by an even more eye-catching goods. You 
are bound to find something to buy something in Myeong-dong or Shinchon Road and Yanghwa 
Road. However, what made us have an extraordinary shopping experience was the serving 
attitude of the shopkeepers. They tried their best to help us find the one that suited us. For 
example, they used simple English and body gestures to communicate with us. Even though we 
had misunderstanding due to language barrier, they still stayed at a good manner and helped 
us to solve the problem. At the end, they said xie xie to us. They really show their kindness to 
us and we believe that this may explain why Korea can develop into a tourism country with 
reputation in addition to K-pop stars.  

Trickeye Museum  

Spot description:   
Trickeye means “Trick of the eye”. In contrast to formal and dignified art museum, 3D 

Trickeye museum is an interactive museum with a new concept that stimulates our creativity 
and imagination through our vision. We can touch and play with and even become the subject 
of the displacements such as imitation of various masterpieces around the world like The Mona 
Lisa in Louvre Museum and A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte in the Art 
Institute of Chicago. At the end of the exhibition, we got a maze of mirror. There is also ice 
museum composed of realistic and delicate carved sculptures. 
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Reflection: 
We took snapshots on our silly faces. Normally what we usually appreciate as a piece of 

artwork is an effigy, a sculpture or even a graffiti wall but this brought us a brand-new idea 
towards arts.  
 
Arts are not pies in the finger slips through my fingertips in the end 
 
It is an undeniable fact that art galleries in Hong Kong are ubiquitous in Central and Sheung 
Wan where the gentrification is most evident. We look hopefully forward to the in concrete 
jungle. 
 

After overcoming the long stairs, the 
couple finally sat on the moon with a 
smiling face. What a romantic scene! 

Digesting the foods from lunch, Raymond 
expressed his grateful face when sitting 
on a toilet. 
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Day 3 

Everland  

Spot description:  
Everland is an otherworldly theme part of crowds of people and numerous colorful attractions.   
 
Reflection: 
    Without a doubt, our trip to Everland was definitely one of the most memorable trips. In 
fact, Everland looks like the Ocean Park or the Disneyland in Hong Kong, but we were not bored 
as we were impressed by the spectacular castles and friendly staff members in Everland. 
 
    From the experiences in 
Everland, the optimistic mind of 
the staff members should be 
greatly appreciated. Whenever 
they are facing the tourists, they 
served the tourists with smile. It 
can be clearly observed that they 
really want to bring happiness to 
every single tourist, making sure 
that every tourist left Everland 
with joy and satisfaction. Such 
attitude is worth learning since it 
brings psychological fulfillment to 
everyone. Although we may not 
be the staff in theme parks in the future, optimistic mind would always make life fruitful. 

Yangpyeong Strawberry Farm 

Spot description: 
Located in countryside of Gyeonggi-do, we could see sparsely populated landscapes where 

fields outnumber people. However, we encountered several cars heading to the strawberry 
Farm. In the greenhouse of the Yangpyeong strawberry Farm, there are a handful of strawberry 
paths waiting for us to pick their fruit. 
 
 
 
 
 

A stunning scene of European style architectures in 
Everland with lots of laughs and happiness. 
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Reflection: 
We are delighted to have a chance to appreciate the nature. Not only the hand-out 

experience of picking strawberries brought us fun and joy, but it also gave us a sense of 
satisfaction. We felt glad to have strawberries as our souvenirs and we were thankful to the 
farm owners for their gentleness of giving us a full box of fresh strawberries. As the idiom goes: 
you reap what you sow. When the buzzing of bees, moisture and mud surrounded us in the 
greenhouse, we understand what the idiom means.  

On the plus side, regarding Hong Kong, recently the demand for public housing plays a 
priority on development of agricultural industry. Agriculture has long been a sunset industry in 
a highly dense metropolis like Hong Kong. Most land has been scrambled for building public 
housing. However, Singapore, Korea and Taiwan which are named parallel as Four Asian 
Dragons as us developed their own agricultural industry and they are able to be self-sufficient 
in terms of wars and disasters. Agriculture is therefore a key to city developments in long term. 
We cannot underestimate the importance of agriculture. Therefore it is high time we urged the 
government to take action through writing letter to the Editor to express our views.  

 
 

Getting a lot of strawberries, Peter felt 
happy and smile in front of the 
camera. 

Picking plenty of strawberries, our leader Roy found 
satisfaction and adopted a smart pose for the camera. 
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Day 4 

Military Demarcation Line (Sampalseon)/ DMZ / Dorasan 

Station 
Spot description: 

Established by the Armistice at the end of Korean War in 1953, The Military Demarcation 
Line (Sampalseon) is the border between North Korea and South Korea. On either side of the 
line is the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), it is now as a natural reserve.  

Another symbolizing venue is Dorasan Station. Once South Korea and North Korean are 
united, the Dorasan Station is scheduled to commence service, linking two distinct districts.  
 
Reflection: 

When we were heading to Sampalseon, Jennie told us about the history of Korean War. It 
is thought-provoking. Now, we are having chaos and disapprovals with Mainlanders, making the 
city unrest and unstable. We are of the same ethnic but are in conflict. Fortunately the 
situation is not as bad as the Korean one but it is hard to say what the future holds, but it is 
probable that the battle arises if both parties’ attitudes stay the same. We should change our 
attitude and show our respect.  

 

 

 
A visit to the Korean Demilitarized Zone, we were interested to the history of 
Korea within this century. 
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Kim & Kimchi School  

Spot description: 
We experience the Korean lifestyles during the time in Kim & Kimchi School. It provided us 

the insight of history of the production of Kimchi and seaweeds. We also partook in the Kimchi 
workshop. Not only could we handmake the Kimchi, but we could also try different flavor of 
seaweeds. It didn’t cost us a penny. We also got a chance to wear traditional Korean costumes. 
 
Reflection: 
 Making Kimchi seemed vaguely familiar to us. Not to worry though, the teacher taught us 
in Mandarin and making Kimchi was easy simply by smearing chili sauce on the cabbage and 
allowing it to ferment for months. She also told us an interesting fact that to get married, girls 
have to learn how to make Kimchi.  
 The teacher told us that Kimchi is chosen as one of the five healthiest foods in the world 
by magazine American Health and enticed us to buy some seaweeds and Kimchi back to Hong 
Kong and share them with our families. Nonetheless, it is a pity that Hongkongers do not 
consider Kimchi, traditional Korean side dish as daily commodities like rice. Only few bought 
one but all in all, it is a renewing experience.   
   

Having a chance to wear the tradition Korean costumes is awe-inspiring as many of us 
wished to wear the colorful Korean costume when we watched the Korean drama. Now, it was 
a dream comes true. The Korean costumes are worth our visit! 
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Conclusion  
    We highly appreciate the sincere efforts from King Ling of organizing this unforgettable 
Grand Tour. Meeting people from all walks of life in Myeongdong, broadening our horizons in 
Hongik University and enjoying the excitement in the Everland. These remarkable experiences 
are our collective memories in secondary school life. 
 
    Rather than just sitting quietly in the classroom, grand tour let us get a closer connections 
with foreigners and cultures. We are sure that this tour can benefit us in learning. 
 
    Under globalization, we experienced the popular culture recently. By going to Korea, we 
face kimchi, banana milk, churros. According to the tour guide, he explained that these 
traditional Korean foods had not been spread through the world few decades ago. Yet, we can 
taste them in Korea through flight. This proved what we learnt in L.S. lesson, cultural goods are 
now easy to access without geographical barrier, which allow the tour to become not only an 
unforgettable memory but also a lifelong lesson to us. 
 

 
 
 
 

We all enjoyed the Grand Tour. It has become one of our collective memories that only 
belong to 5D (2014-2015). 
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